
The Congregation of Brothers of the Merciful Love of God

The Constitution 

Canon I – Full name of the congregation.

The Congregation, driven by particular zeal towards the love and mercy of God, takes as its name 
“The Congregation of Brothers of the Merciful Love of God” or its equivalent in other languages.  
Our post-nominals will use the Latin abbreviation of the name – CFMD (Congregatio Fratrum 
Misericordis Dei). 

Canon II – Jurisdictional affiliation of the Congregation.

The Congregation was established on 23rd November 2014 initially within the jurisdiction of the 
United Ecumenical Catholic Church (now called since 2016 The Ecumenical Catholic Church), in 
accordance with the then Canon XV of the Law of the said Church.  Thus, the Congregation forms a
monastic body of the Catholic Church, in the first instance under the jurisdiction of the Polish 
(UECC) Diocese.  Although the Congregation is extra-diocesan in governance, any expansion of the
Congregation beyond the said jurisdiction requires the consent of the Bishop Ordinary of the new 
jurisdiction.  The episcopal care over the conduct of the Congregation is to be overseen by a chosen 
Episcopal Visitor who acts on behalf of the Bishops’ Council.  From 2016 this oversight has been 
exercised by The Right Reverend Paul Miles-Knight.

Canon III – The charism of the Congregation and the Gospel Truth.

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the Messiah and Master, said to his disciples “Verily I say unto 
you, inasmuch as ye did [it] to one of these my brethren, the least, to me ye did [it].” (Matthew 
25:40).  Following these words of our beloved Master, the Congregation wishes to establish the 
desire to serve and to help every neighbour in need as its charism.  We wish to walk through life 
according to the Merciful Love of Jesus Christ, who has never left anyone without help.  Each of 
the members of the Congregation will try to implement, in their daily life, with love and devotion, 
those previously quoted words of our Master.

It is our ardent desire that this our congregation, established on the example of the first 
congregation of our Holy Father St Benedict, would be guided by the truth of the Holy Gospel and 
focused on perceiving Christ and serving him in our neighbours who, by the very fact of being 



called to life, became for us brothers and sisters in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  We wish 
these following words from the First Letter of Saint John the Apostle to become the motto of our 
congregation, We have known and believed the love that God hath to us; God is love, and he that 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. (1 John 4:16).

Brothers of the Merciful Love of God are called and sent particularly to spread the love and mercy 
of God in the world.  Each of the brothers of the Congregation will care for the sick, the suffering, 
the lonely, the rejected, regardless of their gender, psycho-sexual orientation, religion, skin colour or
social status.  A brother of the Merciful Love of God is to be a "visible tool" of God's love for 
humankind.

Let patience and humility be a symbol and a sign of each of the brothers.  Although it is not easy to 
love everyone we meet on our way, we acknowledge that nothing is impossible in the love of God.  
On their daily journey of service towards God and men, the brothers will take special care of their 
own spiritual development, both by working on themselves and by spiritual exercises, as well as by 
work and service to others, through which they will become mindful of their neighbours and unite 
more and more closely to the Divine Master as his loving children.  The centre of the brothers’ lives
will be the Eucharist in which they will find the strength to fulfil their monastic calling.  Lectio 
Divina and the Liturgy of the Hours are part of their religious practice to support the brothers to 
develop their lives according to the Holy Gospel and the evangelical counsels, upon which their 
religious vocation is based.  Every brother must remember and be aware that in God's plan they are 
called to holiness and, through perpetual profession in particular, they are called to the strict and 
true union with God in the Holy Trinity. 

Canon IV – Calling, formation and monastic vows.

Every candidate who wishes to join the Congregation should make contact after discerning his 
calling.  A prerequisite is the attainment of 18 years of age or more.  After making the decision to 
join the Congregation, a candidate must submit his written request to the Provincial Superior.  The 
monastic Chapter consisting of the Provincial Superior and all perpetually professed members of 
the Province (or including the Superior General in the case of a General Chapter  is responsible for 
approving many matters including admittance of new members to the community.

After a positive decision is made, a new brother may begin a period of postulancy – the official 
candidature.  This period of time should be used as a deep discernment of vocation.  The postulancy
period may last from 6 months up to 2 years.

After a successful and fruitful completion of the period of postulancy / candidature, and with the 
assent of both the Congregation and the Church authorities, a postulant may begin the Novitiate 
period which will last two years (or at the discretion of those in authority in discussion with the 
candidate.   At the beginning of the formation of the novitiate, every brother receives a tunic (habit) 
during the ceremony of investiture.  After completion of the novitiate and with the approval of the 
Provincial Superior and the Superior General and the Church authorities headed by the Bishop 
Ordinary and / or Episcopal Visitor, each brother will profess temporary vows for a year, in token of
which he will receive the scapular and sign an Act of Profession.  Renewing of the vows will 
continue for five consecutive years (or fewer at the discretion of the Provincial Superior and the 
Superior General and the Church authorities as above mentioned).  This is known as the Juniorate 
which is to be spent on forming one's spirituality on the model of God's merciful love united in the 
Holy Trinity.  The juniorate will be ended with a solemn perpetual profession.  Vows professed by 
brothers are the Benedictine vows of Obedience, Stability, and Conversion, together with the fourth 
vow of the Congregation, that of Merciful Love.  Any concerns in regards to formation as well as 
any decisions will be taken by the Provincial Superior in consultation with the Superior General.  
Such decisions will not be taken without notifying the brother who is undergoing the monastic 
formation.



Canon V – Monastic habit.

The monastic habit of the brothers (and quire dress) will consist of: black tunic belted with a leather
belt and with a Dominican rosary pinned to it, a scapular, and the Jerusalem Cross - the Five 
Wounds of the Saviour upon the chest.  Ordained brothers may also wear a clerical shirt or full 
collar with their habit.  Brothers may wear secular clothing with the Jerusalem Cross visible on the 
chest on a daily basis, and as the situation permits.  Provinces within the Congregation may include 
minor adaptations of the habit and quire dress but when meeting together as an entire congregation 
the dress will be identical and uniform.

Canon VI – Authorities of the Congregation.

God in the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is the Supreme Head of the Brothers of the 
Congregation of the Merciful Love of God as our universal model.  As the Congregation grows all 
possible positions and tenure will be described in detail and may, after an initial system of 
appointment, be open to vote within the monastic Chapter.

The main supervisor and the person who shall have the authority to make decisions regarding the 
Congregation is the Superior General of the Congregation who will take such decisions in accord 
with his conscience and in consultation with the Provincial Superiors, the Episcopal Visitor, and the 
monastic Chapter.

Canon VI – Functioning of the brothers within the Congregation and the Church community.

The duty of the brothers is to have secular employment, or a means of support that allows them to 
maintain their needs independently.  Every brother, whilst undertaking a secular work, must be 
mindful of the Gospel injunction that part of their time is to be devoted to charitable work and 
common life in the Congregation.

Canon VII – Mother house of the Congregation. 

Although the Congregation is dispersed in nature, from time-to-time properties will come into the 
hands of individual members of the Congregation, to which end, and at the invitation of the Prior, 
we hereby appoint the Priory House and Chapel of Our Lady of Beaulieu, at 38 Meredith Road, 
Portsmouth, PO2 9NN, in the United Kingdom as the Mother House of the Congregation.


